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Summary: The Anarchy of Globalization
The article “The Anarchy of Globalization” examines the unintended effects of globalization in the modern world. The author explains that globalization is filled with contradictions that have created homogeneity alongside the differentiation. For Perelman, people have praised the positive impacts of globalization while forgetting the negatives that have come alongside with the positives. One such negative that he vehemently criticizes in the paper is that globalization has brought about differentiation in the social classes. He further claims that as much as proponents of globalization would like to claim that globalization has contributed to the homogeneous production of goods and products, it has equally caused damage to the social class. The article begins with a concept of differentiation from the New York Times’ columnist, Thomas Friedman, who claimed that two countries that have had McDonald’s could not engage in a fight with each other due to shared prosperity. This concept introduces what Perelman describes as “confusion of globalization (p. 353).” 
In the confusion of globalization, Perelman asserts that the idea of globalization has brought more confusion in the interpretation of what it means. He uses the case of China to explain this confusion while stating that even though China has become one of the world’s most prosperous economies today, it has also become unequal in the past decades. Based on imperialism development literature, Parelman (2015) explains that China is an example of imperialism’s production of underdevelopment at the national level. The author explains that the difference in interpretation of the term “globalization” is not a new idea today because it can be dated back to the philosophical interpreters of the economy. Based on the traditional understanding of this concept, Parelman (2015) explains that the term was used to refer to business and economic prosperity. In this sense, Perelman explains that globalization used to refer to the merchants utilizing the resources in the environment to grow their commercial businesses. While comparing this definition with the modern understanding of the term, Perelman argues that the contemporary expression of the term “globalization” has become fuzzy and more confusing because it is not only associated with prosperity but also with the destruction of the environment. In the middle of this confusion, Parelman (2015) asserts that the term “globalization” has been used to describe different things, and he gives two perspectives of what he thinks are causing the confusion. First, he explains that anti-globalization proponents claim that globalization is all about “self-interested intentionality, in which major powers want to extend their access to markets or resources” (p. 354). The second perspective explains that the proponents of globalization are all about “complete absence of intentionality in which people merely respond to presumably efficient and impersonal market” (p. 354). Parelman (2015) blames these two sides for causing more problems to understand the nature of globalization. From the above perspectives, Perelman makes an observation that World War I may have been a war of globalization because it involved the industries’ ability to use and collect the productive capacity of fossil fuel in the 19th century that made it impossible for the domestic markets to absorb that new kind of productivity.  
Perelman further explains the impacts of globalization, including both intentional and unintentional effects. The intentional impacts include free trade in which the author argues that globalization stripped tax burden in globalized states. According to Parelman (2015), this concept of the governments slashing their contributions to some programs that support the general public needs is a response by the government to tax avoidance.  Some of these programs are key to the lives of ordinary people; for example, programs that support their welfare, education, and infrastructure. But because the government lacks sufficient taxes to run its operations, it may decide to slash some of the funding to these programs and leave it for the people to incur the burden. 
On the other hand, the unintentional consequences of globalization include free trade and damage to the environment, which the author argues that are caused by selfish and profit-seeking actions. When everyone is busy talking about the globalization of production, not many are concerned about the trail of destruction that these actions leave behind. In this article, Perelman describes people try to soothe their minds regarding these damages with the profits and the benefits that they get from them. The intensification of globalization is also associated with the spread of infectious diseases and destructive actions that affect a large number of populations. Climate change is one of such impacts that the world is striving to deal with and understand today, and it is because of globalization. Perelman adds that climate change is perhaps the most threatening unintentional consequences of globalization that people have not yet grasped. 
While explaining the concept of recovering the lost promise of globalization, Perelman reiterates that the optimistic idea is good, and I agree with him that through globalization, we have had many benefits, including improved and faster communication, better equipment to use in industries and home. I also agree with his conclusion that globalization is a shift in power relations in which organizations acquire more power. At the same time, governments see it as a form of unchecked corporate anarchy. Globalization has created equal damage as much as the benefits that it has brought to the world. Perelman uses an example of passenger freight that can take people around the globe faster but can also cause death. Therefore, the actual consequences of globalization are unpredictable.
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